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 ABSTRACT 
 Government can apply learning continuity plan followed by private school during the 
lockdown period in the context of Covid-19 which appears as outbreak from Wuhan, China and 
spread rapidly all over the world. Since education is the systematic process of getting or 
receiving knowledge in the institutions, privatization of education is also being accepted by many 
countries  and have brought the policy to emerge the education sector with the help of public and 
private schools. In the present context, when the Corona virus  spread rapidly all over the world, 
WHO initiates to stay safe in quarantines and UNESCO suggest about closures of schools and 
universities. In this context, a study was conducted in 8 schools of every province of Nepal with 
Kathmandu valley. Schools were chosen randomly as well as mixed method was used to analyze 
the study. Chi-square, cross tabulation and correlation analysis was done to elaborate the data 
and SPSS vol-20 was used to interpret the data. In Nepal, private schools of urban area and 
some public schools are playing an effective role in continuing education through online 
learning constructing digital infrastructure. However, the majority of private schools are found 
less effective in online class due to geographic and socioeconomic conditions as well as they are 
facing electricity and internet problems to continue education in this pandemic era. So, 
government as well as private sector should prepare Temporary Learning Centre (TLC) and 
bring the Learning Continuity Plan (LCP) to urban and rural areas to continue education in the 
COVID -19 periods.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 Since  an increasing number of cases of a novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) which was 
identified in Wuhan on December 2019, one of the large city having 11 million people in central 
China is now spreading all over the world( (Qun Li, 2020). So this situation leads the World 
Health Organization (WHO) to announce the outbreak for a Public Health Emergency of 
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International Concern on 30 January 2020 and was recognized it as a pandemic on 11 March 
2020. Later on, the number of people diagnosed with COVID-19 globally crossed above one 
million on April 2, 2020 as well as the case fatality rate across 204 countries (Chauhan). Also, 
the effects of COVID-19 appear in different areas globally, including education sector also. 
According to Murati (2016), school is such an organization that teaches significant life goals in 
the social context and aims to educate children with constructive values and philosophy which 
we are familiar and are the foundation of social ethics (Murati, 2016). A review by Jingjing 
(2015) explains that high-quality education will begin in the education process for educators for 
the educational purpose of promoting the educator's information, skills and other parts (Jingjing, 
2015). 
 According to Verger (2016), the privatization of education is a worldwide observable fact 
and can also contribute to the positive development of education systems for different purpose 
and is being adopted by key education stakeholders. So, this is an important change with major 
implications that education systems are governed wide-reaching (Verger, Clara, & Adrian, 
2016).  
 Moreover, privatization of education in the 21st century became as essential keeping in 
mind with the large population and their get in touch with for education. (Mandal & Goswami, 
2016). In so many under developing countries, the involvement of private-sector is spreading not 
due to the governments but to address new educational technologies. (Verger, Clara, & Adrian, 
2016). That’s why there is gratitude of this sector which needs to unite in upcoming future where 
students from various sections can be supported through digital infrastructures (Crawford, et al., 
2020). 
 As the COVID-19 pandemic spreads, many governments are trying to control the 
diseases by preventing gathering in public places and is likely to continue in some countries for a 
certain time until a vaccine or remedial measures will be identified and leaders of public and 
private education institutions are trying to conduct different methods for students to continue 
education rather to go schools. (Reimers, Schleicher, Saavedra, & Tuominen, 2020) 
Globally, different countries have introduced various solutions during the case of COVID -19 
pandemic to continue the education process such as online channels, course of action, resources, 
video lectures, TV broadcasts, online libraries which were introduced in at least 96 countries 
(Giorgi, 2020).  
` The main objective of this study is to find out the roles of private school for continuing 
education in the context of Covid-19 in Nepal. Similarly, the researcher has set up the null 
hypothesis to test the effectiveness of online class and is herewith: Null Hypothesis H0: There is 
no significant effect of online class continued by the private sector. 
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1.2 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2: Conceptual Framework 

 
 

 
2. DATA AND METHODS 
2.1. Study Area 
 A multistage sampling method was applied during the collection of data. Initially, Nepal 
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province by simple random sampling method containing every ecological belt of Nepal. Also one 
school from Kathmandu valley was chosen since it contains the highest number of private 
schools in Nepal. The stratified random sampling method was used to select target respondents 
from both urban and rural areas private secondary schools of different provinces. 
 Respondents were divided into four different categories (SMC-1, Principal-, Teachers-1, 
Parents-1) belonged to secondary level private school. Vice chairman of Bagmati Province 
Planning Commission, some of head of education office and PABSON province chairman are 
the KII respondents of this study. 
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Map of Study Area 

Figure 3: Map of Study Area 
Selection of Respondents and Pilot Study
 A total of 8 secondary private schools from 7 provinces was taken for the study. The data 
collection was done in year 2020 during the period of lockdown in the context of Covid 
total of 2 FGD was conducted and a standard questionnaire   was used to collect the data.
pretest of each questionnaire was conducted in the month of May 2020 in 2 schools of 
Makwanpur and Kathmandu district and the results were verified through SPSS 
statistical tools and this method highlighted the probability of the appropriate answer from the 
various respondents. 
 The period covers for data collection is on June 2020. Data collec
several visits to the related sites and from telecommunication with the above mentioned 
respondents as well as Vice chairman of the Bagmati Province Planning Commission, some of 
head of education office, PABSON province chairman, KII 
Also the questionnaires were prepared in both Nepali and English language for the different 
respondents.  
Data Analysis Process  
 SPSS Vol-20 statistical tools were used to interpret the quantitative aspects of the 
findings of this study. Also a descriptive analysis was more emphasized to elaborate the data 
with chi-square, cross tabulation and correlation analysis. Two FGD with different KII was 
conducted and the data were elaborated accordingly.
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3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  
Table 10: Perception of Respondents on the Continuity of Education in the Period of COVID-19  

Variable  
Types of Respondents 

Total 
SMC Principal Teacher Parent 

1. The students has upgraded and registered in the school 
administration. 

Yes 
Count 8 8 8 8 32 

%  25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 100.0% 

2. Registration is free. Yes 
Count 8 8 8 8 32 

%  25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 100.0% 

3. School communicates to students, parents and teachers 
through telephone and necessary media. 

Yes 
Count 6 7 5 5 23 

%  18.8% 21.9% 15.6% 15.6% 71.9% 

4. School construct internet based classroom for virtual 
learning. 

Yes 
Count 4 4 4 3 15 

%  12.5% 12.5% 12.5% 9.4% 46.9% 

5. Online training was given about the usage of modern 
technologies. 

Yes 
Count 5 5 5 4 19 

%  15.6% 15.6% 15.6% 12.5% 59.4% 

6. School joins the online link for all the students. Yes 
Count 5 5 5 3 18 

%  15.6% 15.6% 15.6% 9.4% 56.3% 

7. School makes the students familiar through internet. Yes 
Count 6 5 4 2 17 

%  18.8% 15.6% 12.5% 6.3% 53.1% 

8. Regular class of new level is running through digital 
infrastructure. 

Yes 
Count 5 6 4 4 19 

%  15.6% 18.8% 12.5% 12.5% 59.4% 

Total 
Count 8 8 8 8 32 

%  25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 25.0% 100.0% 

 

 
Figure 4: Perception of Respondents on the Continuity of Education in period of COVID-19 
 From the above table, all of the respondents are fully agreed on the fact that the students 
has upgraded and registered in the school administration as well as registration is free since there 
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was not a favorable situation to open the account of school for
majority of respondents disagree with the statement that school construct internet based 
classroom for virtual learning. Since in Nepal, most of the users connect Zoom cloud and Google 
meet apps and join in online classes from 
more than 40% respondents don't agree with the statement that the school is giving online 
training, joining online links and making internet familiar. However, from the above 
questionnaire, there is a strong correlation between the view of principal and parents of 
continuing education and is 0.95. Also, there is a strong relationship between the view of teacher 
with parents and students with parents and is 0.97 and 0.94 respectively.

Figure 5: Response on Effectiveness of Online Class
Table 11:Chi-Square Test on Effective of Online

 
Pearson Chi-Square 
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should be solved by the government with the coordination of provincial and local government 
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Through an FGD discussion and Key Informant Interview, some new facts were found that: 
A President of SMC of the private school of province number one expresses his view that:  

Private schools of urban area are running an online class smoothly in this 
pandemic period by communicating students, parents and teachers through 
telephone and other necessary media. Some schools construct internet based 
classroom for virtual learning and online training was given using modern 
technologies. So, regular class of new level is running through digital 
infrastructure. But there are still huge problems in rural areas. In a mountainous 
region, most of the people are facing electricity problem. Even they have not 
proper access of TV and radio and are trying to send their teachers in different 
common place and office of local organization. 

In an FGD (Focus Group Discussion) on the school of province two, a principal has dissimilar 
perception as:  

Initially the students were interested and joined online learning classes and but 
after a few weeks, many students were disappointed as they express that when the 
school will reopen, then the course will be reviewed by teachers. Also, some 
parents were totally negative in online education that the activities by which the 
private school are doing is just for collecting financial amount. Similarly, teachers 
told that ‘following healthy rule with social distance’ should be followed strictly. 
Also parent’s focus on the unaffordability of internet adding the view that 
government should make the access of internet in remote areas with low price.   

In an FGD of another school of Bagmati Province, a Principal gave his view that:  
More than seventy-five percent students are attending on virtual classes regularly. 
Those who are not able to take virtual class, self study materials such as audio, 
video materials of classrooms were sent by different media as well as classes are 
shown on radio /TV also.  

Most of the FGD discussions, including SMC, principal, teachers, parents and so many 
stakeholders of private school conclude that in an urban area which is economic strength, they 
are getting an online education without any disturbance. But the students of remote area as well 
as most of the public schools are not interested in doing any type of teaching learning activities 
showing the problem only.  
A Vice Chairman of Bagmati Province Planning Commission expresses his view that:  

Private school is playing a crucial role in continuing education in this critical 
period, even though they are not getting support from the government. As 
Bagmati Provincial Government are also supporting the orphans and disabled 
children per month Rs.2 thousand to continue education, but the roles of public 
school were not found positive in this critical period and are not interested to 
continue education in some other possible ways. 
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Regarding education, this province has different views:            
           On the same school, schools who are running English and Nepali medium both, 

English medium are running through online but Nepali medium instruction is not 
used properly, so the school administration should be serious to give equal 
chances for getting educational activities (Nepal, 2020). 

A Chairman of District Education Coordination Committee of Gandaki Province said that: 
Most of the students of rural municipality left the online classes due to the lack of 
awareness, uninterested as well as expensive way to get knowledge. So 
government should ‘redefine the distance education’ in the context of urban and 
rural areas. Also the government should focus recent model of ‘Kathmandu 
University Online Education Model’ which seems to be effective and helps to 
bring the concrete online policy. Moreover, government should bring in depth 
plan based on the social relativity.  

A resource person of education office of Province 5 said “some village municipalities are 
trying to continue education in this critical situation as Khajura, Baijanath and 
Narainapur Municipality are giving laptop for secondary school to get access of 
technology. 
Another view by PABSON (Private & Boarding Schools Organization) chairman of Karnali 
province explained that:  

Due to the geographical barrier and lack of proper road access in mountain areas, 
sufficient electricity aren’t provide because of the difficulty in supplying 
electricity-related materials. So online classes, T.V., radio as well as distance 
education are not appropriate. That’s why the geographical area should be divided 
into different zone, such as red, green and yellow and after dividing, education 
should be continued by removing the quarantine from schools as soon as possible. 
Recently, there are no educational activities, but Pabson are planning to make a 
different small group of students in the community to continue education through 
the teachers on that place. Also “Temporary Learning Centre” should be created 
as soon as possible where the modern technologies are not available.  

However, a resource person of Sudurpaschim Province  has different problems and express that 
“we are facing huge electricity problems and micro hydro is open at night only which is not 
sufficient for them and is expecting sufficient electricity in rural areas near soon”. 

4. CONCLUSIONS  
 During a research study in the Covid -19 periods, following conclusions was drawn based 
on this study is here with: In urban area, private schools are running virtual classes using digital 
infrastructure. The majority of stakeholders of private school are feeling positive towards the 
effectiveness of online classes. In remote areas, due to lack of electricity and poverty, private 
school are not able to continue education. Most of the private schools in village area are trying to 
continue education by making small groups in the community. Some reputed community schools 
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are trying to follow the model of private school about using modern technology for virtual 
learning. 

  5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 Government should provide electricity and internet facility in remote as well as in socially 

deprived areas and private school should continue education through e-learning, TV/radio 
and other media. 

 Government as well as private sector, both should prepare ‘Temporary Learning Centre’ 
(TLC) in the marginalized community of learners. 

 Most of the public and so many private schools are not conducting teaching learning 
activities during COVID-19 period, so the government should bring and apply ‘Learning 
Continuity Plan’ (LCP) strictly to continue the education. 
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